Hopewell Worship Guide for 9/06/20

Call to Worship
Let us now worship God, who is a Spirit, in spirit and truth.
For such people the Father seeks to worship Him.

John 4:23-24

Invocation: Let us pray: Father of lights, with whom there
is no variation or shadow due to change, from whom
comes down every good and perfect gift. Your name is
holy and wonderous altogether. Father of lights,
changeless in your mercy, invariable in your grace. Your
name is glorious and blessed altogether. Receive us in
Christ, the Light of the world, God of God, Light of light,
very God of very God. Bring us into your presence, that we
might become radiant in your service, lights in the world,
reflecting the light of eternity. To you be all radiance, O
Father of Lights, O Son, Light of Lights, O Spirit, burning
fire within our hearts. One God, now and forever. Amen

Old Testament 133 A Song of Ascents. Of David.

'Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity! It is like the precious oil on the head, running
down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down
on the collar of his robes! *It is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the Lord
has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.

134 A Song of Ascents.

' Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who
stand by night in the house of the Lord! 2 Lift up your
hands to the holy place and bless the Lord! 3> May the Lord
bless you from Zion, he who made heaven and earth!

These prayer components are pulled from Matthew Henry’s
Method of Prayer, a method of prayer that helps us pray the
Bible. http://www.mattthewhenry.org

Adoration: Whom have we in heaven but you? And there
is nothing on earth that we desire besides you or in
comparison with you. When our flesh and our heart fail,
Lord, be the strength of our heart and our portion forever,
the chosen portion of our inheritance in the other world
and of our cup in this, and then we will say that the lines
have fallen for us in pleasant places, and that we have a
beautiful inheritance. Your name and remembrance are the
desire of our souls, our souls yearn for you in the night,
and our spirits within us earnestly seek you. As a deer
pants for flowing streams, so pants our soul for you, O
God; our soul thirsts for God, for the living God, who
commands his steadfast love by day, and at night his song
is with us, a prayer to the God of our life. O that we may
come hungering and thirsting after righteousness, for you
fill the hungry with good things, but the rich you send away
empty. O that our souls may thirst for you, and our flesh

faint for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water; that we may see your power and glory, as we have
looked upon you in the sanctuary. Your steadfast love is
better than life; our souls will be satisfied with that as with
fat and rich food, and then our mouths will praise you with

Joyful lips

Confession: You have reared and brought us up as
children, but we have rebelled against you. We have ill
repaid you, O LORD, as foolish and senseless people: You
are our Father who created us, who made us and
established us, yet our mark has not been the mark of your
children. We have not made return according to the benefit
done to us. We have been often reproved, and yet have
stiffened our neck, and have gone on backsliding in the
way of our own heart. You have sent to us, saying, “Oh, do
not do this abomination that I hate!”” But we have not
listened or inclined our ear. The word of God has been to
us precept upon precept and line upon line; and though we
have looked intently at our natural faces in a mirror, yet
we have gone away and at once forgotten what we were
like

Petition: Lord, enable us to rejoice always, to rejoice in
the Lord always, because he has again said to us, Rejoice;
that we may go on our way rejoicing, may eat our bread
with joy and drink our wine with a merry heart, as we shall
have reason to do if God has already approved what we
do. Give us grace to serve you, the LORD our God, with
Jjoyfulness and gladness of heart in the abundance of all
things, and to sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is
the glory of our God. Let us have that cheerfulness of heart
which is like good medicine, and deliver us from that
anxiety which weighs down the heart, and that worldly
grief which produces death

Thanks: We thank you that the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the command of the eternal God, and the
gospel which has been made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith, has divine power to destroy
strongholds: That the Lord worked with it and confirmed
the message by accompanying signs, so that Satan fell like
lightning from heaven. That though the gospel was
preached in the midst of much conflict, yet it continued to
increase and prevail mightily, and multitudes turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for his Son from heaven. Now the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his
Christ have come: And the exalted Redeemer rode forth
with his bow and with his crown, conquering and to
conquer, and nations were brought forth in one moment

Intercession: Counsel our counselors, and teach our
elders wisdom: O give them a spirit of wisdom and
understanding, a spirit of counsel and might, a spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD, to make them
delight in the fear of the LORD. O do not deprive of speech



those who are trusted nor take away the discernment of the
elders, nor ever let the things that belong to the nation’s
peace be hidden from the eyes of those who are instructed
with the nation’s counsels. Make it to appear that you have
taken your place in the divine council and hold judgment in
the midst of the gods, and that when the princes of the
peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham, the
God of Abraham himself is among them, and let the shields
of the earth belong to the Lord, that he may be highly
exalted. Let there be those among us who rebuild our
ancient ruins and raise up the foundations of many
generations, that they may be called the repairers of the
breaches and restorers of streets to dwell in
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Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.

Assurance of Pardon: Acts 10:43 To him all the prophets
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

New Testament Reading: Galatians 3:15-22

5To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-
made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has
been ratified. '* Now the promises were made to Abraham
and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your
offspring,” who is Christ. !” This is what I mean: the law,
which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void.
18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer
comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a
promise.

1 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom
the promise had been made, and it was put in place through
angels by an intermediary. 2 Now an intermediary implies
more than one, but God is one.

21 Ts the law then contrary to the promises of God?
Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give
life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But
the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those
who believe.

Benediction: Psalm 27:5-6

SMay the LORD hide you in his shelter in the day of
trouble; May He conceal you under the cover of his tent;
and lift you high upon a rock. ® May the Lord lift your head
up above your enemies all around you, and you offer in his
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; may you sing and make
melody to the Lord.



